LYRIC THEATER

AT THE PLAZA
Oklahoma City, OK

Scope: 11,700 SF

Renovation of 1935 Plaza Movie Theatre into a
live performance venue for Lyric Theatre.

The historic Plaza Theatre building had been
renovated so many times since 1935 that there
was no historic character remaining. Historic
preservation was not an option.

We chose instead to acknowledge the “ghost” of
the past. A neon outline “ghost” marquee was
designed in the spirit of the original. Exposed brick
walls acknowledge the building shell construction
and make art of heater cavities and conduit
locations once hidden behind long ago destroyed
plaster. The original fireplace in the lobby is now
a surprise in the men’s room. A new wood lath
ceiling adds to the raw character of the entry
lobby. An original terrazzo ramp remains and
connects outside with inside at the entry.

The concept of “pools” of light creates a fitting
theatrical entry experience. The concession counter
is a suspended “frame” and accommodates roll
around refreshment containers. The theatre outer-
lobby is designed to have changing light color that
corresponds with the current performance. Plasma
screens provide changing donor recognition. The
outer-lobby is punctuated by 8’ tall changing LED
lighted letters.

Toilets remain raw with exposed brick and
structure and use colored light to continue the
theatrical qualities. The theatre space maintains
the original bow-string trusses with the addition
of lighting balcony, catwalks and a tension wire
grid above the stage. 6’ diameter spiral stairs
connect the catwalks to the theatre level and two
connect to the small basement dressing room
where boilers once were.
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